A survey of postoperative wound infections in obstetrics and gynaecology--the Kandang Kerbau Hospital experience.
Postoperative wound infection is of great importance to both the surgeon and patient. This study covers 6,639 major operations in Kandang Kerbau Hospital, Singapore over a 12-month period. The overall wound infection rate was 2.26%. The highest wound infection rate occurred in hysterectomies and the lowest in laparoscopies. There was a good correlation between monthly caesarean wound infection rate and number of caesarean sections. Staphylococcus aureus was the most common organism isolated. The wound infection rate was also higher in crowded wards and among some surgeons. After distribution of the survey results, we noted a decrease in wound infection rate for some surgeons and a changing pattern in the use of antibiotics. A further study of other risk factors was encouraged.